
























































































































and  lead  the movement  for prisoner  justice. These numbers, statistics, and  stories  represent  the  largest ever 



































































































































As an abolitionist organization, Black & Pink makes  the  following recommendations  in  the spirit of what Ruth 
Wilson Gilmore  calls  “non‐reformist  reforms”  or what  are  also  called  abolitionist  reforms. While we  remain 
committed  to the abolition of prisons, we recognize that meeting  the needs and ending  the daily suffering of 
LGBTQ prisoners is also an urgent necessity. We are convinced that such reforms are not necessarily incompatible 
with an abolitionist politics, provided that they do not create new barriers or prisons that we will need to tear 

















data on  racial profiling, provide police with  re‐training on  racial profiling, and hold departments  that 
continue to racially profile accountable, albeit without success. As of 2015, ERPA is now inclusive of sexual 
orientation  and  gender  identity.  Lambda  Legal’s  report,  “Protected  and  Served?  Survey  of  LGBT/HIV 
Contact with  Police,  Courts,  Prisons,  and  Security,”  showed  that  25%  of  LGBT  respondents who  had 
interactions with police experienced misconduct and harassment. Passing an inclusive ERPA will ensure 
new tools are available for LGBTQ people to resist profiling. 
 End “Quality of Life” policing practices. Our  findings contribute  to  the wealth of research  that shows 
LGBTQ people disproportionately experience homelessness, trade sex for survival needs, struggle with 
addiction, and  live with mental  illness, all of which are all criminalized under “Quality of Life” policies. 
“Quality  of  Life”  policies  do  nothing  to  help  those  they  criminalize  and  instead  lead  to  increased 






























prior  to  their  incarceration.  Establishing  affordable  and  accessible  housing  will  reduce  reliance  on 
criminalized  economies  to  survive.  Ending  homelessness  will  also  keep  individuals  out  of  constant 
surveillance by police, decreasing their likelihood of arrest and incarceration.  
     Long‐Term: 
 Abolish  the police. Police  forces’ direct ancestors are  the slave patrols  that  targeted Black people  for 
violence, arrest, and reenslavement. This institution has always created more harm than good for those 













their  own  LGBTQ  clients.  Training  should  be  led  by  or  undertaken  in  collaboration with  currently  or 
formerly court‐involved LGBTQ people. 
 8 
 Train all  judges on  LGBTQ  issues and appropriate address of defendants.  Judges are  responsible  for 
setting the tone in the courtroom, and the majority of respondents report feeling discriminated against 
by  judges.  It  is  important  that  judges  are  trained  on  appropriate  modes  of  interaction  with  LGBTQ 
defendants to create a less hostile environment.  







choosing  incarceration  in  these  circumstances,  parole  and  probation  officers  should  be  trained  to 








held  in  jail prior  to  their conviction. However, multiple  states across  the country have  instituted new 
pretrial services that do not require defendants to pay bail or bond in order to regain their freedom. These 
programs  have  proven  effective  at  ensuring  defendants’  appearance  in  court  without  mandating 
incarceration beforehand. 
 End mandatory minimum sentences for all offenses. Not only are our respondents doing long sentences, 
but  the  far  majority  also  took  plea  deals.  The  threat  of  a  mandatory  minimum  sentence  pressures 
defendants  into  taking plea deals  for  fear of  serving  lengthy  sentences  if  they  are  convicted  at  trial. 
























 End  prisoner  strip  searches. Our  data  indicates  that  queer  prisoners  are  strip  searched  repeatedly.  
However, this bodily invasion is a form of sexual assault and should not be common practice among prison 













restricting gendered  clothing or  canteen options at any prison or  for any prisoner.   Any and all  such 
restrictions should be eliminated. 
 Create  clear policies  that allow  transgender prisoners  easy  access  to  gender affirming medical  and 






 Establish  the safest possible housing  for LGBTQ prisoners. Policies  for housing  transgender prisoners 






 Ensure every prison has a  library  that all prisoners can access. Provide LGBTQ‐affirming books  in all 
prison libraries.  Access to books, especially LGBTQ‐affirming books, can affirm stigmatized identities and 
provide a respite from prison life.  
















state  funded  research  on  prison  expansion  projects,  additional  bed  space  added  to  existing 
prisons/jails/detention  centers,  and building new  institutions).  The  violence,  abuse,  and oppression 
detailed in this report show that prisons cause significant harm. There should be absolutely no expansion 
of the carceral system while these harms remain unaddressed.  










with ending  life  sentences,  the practice of presumptive parole will  facilitate  the quicker exit of more 
people  from  prison.  Given  that  our  respondents  are  serving  such  long  sentences,  the  practice  of 
presumptive parole would help decrease the amount of time they are forced to serve on their sentences.  
 End  indefinite  commitment  for  people  convicted  of  sex  offenses.  Develop  effective  programs  that 
facilitate safe integration back into the community and provide sustainable housing and meaningful work 
opportunities. The practice of civil commitment is considered, by many advocates, to be unconstitutional. 














 Close all prisons and  jails. Rather  than  respond  to  social problems by  simply  locking people up, new 
practices for accountability must be instituted that do not rely on incarceration or carceral practices (e.g. 




























specific organizing efforts or  to provide useful  information regarding specific LGBTQ concerns  to general anti‐
prison organizers. Third, this report is intended for policy makers and policy advocates. The information provided 
in these pages highlights the disproportionate violence experienced by LGBTQ prisoners and we have provided 
many  recommendations  to alleviate  this  suffering. As one  respondent wrote, “Because  I have participated  in 
advocacy  work  my  whole  life‐  I  have 
found  that  the  best  professional  or 
experts  are  those  who  are  living  the 
struggle.  So  they  are  the  best  to  find 
solutions.” Policy makers are encouraged 
to  move  forward  on  these 
recommendations,  which  are  based  on 
the knowledge and experiences of LGBTQ 
prisoners themselves. Finally, this report 
is  intended  for  well‐resourced  LGBTQ 
organizations.  Too  often  those  most 
marginalized  in LGBTQ communities are 
forgotten,  or  intentionally  ignored,  in 
LGBTQ  justice  campaigns.  This  report 















Transgender: “Generally, a term  for those whose gender  identity or expression  is different  than that typically 
















Prison  Industrial  Complex:  The  prison  industrial  complex  is  a  system  of  control.  It  is  the  prisons,  jails,  and 
detention centers‐ the concrete and steel buildings that warehouse people. The prison industrial complex is also 








































































connection  to  the  largest number of LGBTQ prisoners of anyone, we  reach over 3,500 prisoners each 
month. We want to hear stories about who you are and share them with all of you and also share them 
with  the  general public. Our  goals of  the  survey  are  to  get  information  about  the  realities of prison 
experiences for LGBTQ people  in prison, hear stories of resistance, hear stories of hardship, and share 















































The  final  report  writing  was  coordinated  by  a  team  of  volunteers  through  both  in‐person  and  internet 









































While  the  US  Census  only  allows  for  a  limited 
number  of  racial  categories,  we  offered  eleven 
options:    Black/African  American/Afro‐Caribbean; 
Latin@/Hispanic; white  (non‐Hispanic); East Asian; 
Southeast Asian; South Asian; Middle Eastern/Arab; 
American  Indian/Indigenous/Native  American;  mixed‐race;  Native  Hawaiian  or  other  Pacific  Islander;  and 




While  the majority  of  respondents  are  people  of 
color,  white  people  are  the  largest  single 
represented  racial  group,  constituting  43%  of 
respondents.  According  to  Bureau  of  Justice 
Statistics,  however,  in  2014,  of  all  those  doing 
sentenced time in adult facilities (in both male and 
female  assigned  prisons),  Black  people  were  the 




Bureau  of  Justice  statistics  regarding  racial 
composition  can  be  accounted  for  by  our  having 
included “mixed‐race” as a possible racial category. 
However,  the  over‐representation  of  white 
respondents  in  our  survey  raises  several  possible 
questions,  including: did white prisoners feel safer 





































choose  from  for  gender/sex  identification 
(please  see Appendix  for  complete  list). Given 
that the far majority of prisoners in the country 
are  cisgender  men,  it  is  unsurprising  that  the 
majority of respondents  identified as cisgender 
men. The next largest grouping was transgender 
women  followed  by  cisgender women. As  the 
Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics  does  not  offer 
multiple  options  for  prisoners  to  choose  from 
regarding  gender/sex  identification  in  their 
yearly census, it is difficult to compare their data 
with ours.  Nevertheless, according to Bureau of 
Justice  2014  data,  93%  of  people  doing 
sentenced  time  in  adult  facilities were held  in 










2.7  million  children  have  a  parent  in  prison.2 
Over half of prisoners in the US are parents of a 
child under the age of 18. Forty four percent of 
our  survey  respondents  reported  having 
children,  although  only  29%  of  those  report 


































Surprisingly,  nearly  90%  of  respondents  had 
completed high school or earned a GED. Those who 
earned  their  GED  primarily  did  so  while 




While  the  high  percentage  of  respondents  who 
completed  high  school  or  earned  a  GED  is 
heartening, closer examination shows that only 29% 
of  respondents  completed  high  school  outside  of 
prison.  This  means  that  71%  of  respondents 
dropped out of school, were expelled from school, 
or never attended in the first place. A similar reality 
is highlighted  in  research on  the disproportionate 
amounts  of  school  discipline  and  dropout  rates 
affecting LGBTQ youth, particularly youth of color.3 
It  is often when  LGBTQ young people are pushed 
out of school  that  they become  involved with  the 
criminal  legal  system.    This  systematic  practice  is 
called the school‐to‐prison pipeline. 
HOUSING 
According  to  a  2008  survey  of  federal  and  state 
prisoners, 9% reported being homeless in the year 
prior  to  their  arrest.4  It  is  now  commonly 
understood that LGBTQ youth are much more likely 
to  experience  homelessness  than  their 
heterosexual  and  cisgender  peers.  However,  it  is 
also true that LGBTQ adults are disproportionately 
homeless.5 Nearly a  fifth of  respondents  reported 
being  homeless  or  transient  prior  to  their 
















































the  overall  average.6  The  numbers  get  even  worse  for  transgender  workers:    “The  National  Transgender 
Discrimination Survey’ from the National Center for Transgender Equality and the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force  found  that  transgender  adults  report 
unemployment  rates double  the  rates of  the non‐
transgender population, with  transgender workers 




housing  through  legal  means,  criminalized 
economies  become  essential  for  survival.  The 
criminalized  economies w  asked  about  related  to 
trading sex for money and selling drugs.  
 
The  2011  National  Transgender  Survey  reported 
that  11%  of  respondents  had  engaged  in  the  sex 
trades.8 According to a 2015 Urban Institute report, 




































































































































































According  to  the  Justice  Policy 
Institute  (JPI),  60%  of  the  US  jail 
population has not been convicted of 
anything,  but  instead  is  currently 




of  our  survey  respondents  were 
serving a sentence at the time of the 
survey,  74%  were  being  held  in  jail 
pretrial because they could not afford 
bail they were assessed by the judge. 





appointed  attorneys.2 Unfortunately, due  to under‐resourced public defender programs,  indigent defendants 
plead guilty 90% of the time.3  
 
These  national  numbers  are  similarly  represented  by  our 
survey respondents.  Unfortunately, their challenges in court 
did not end at whether or not  they had a private or court 
appointed  attorney.  Many  respondents  also  experienced 

































35%  had  no  possibility  of  parole.5 
Respondents  to  this  survey  are 
serving  life  sentences at  twice  the 
rate  of  members  of  the  general 
prison  population.  The  average 
prison  sentence  for  respondents 
was  17  years,  excluding  those 
serving life and capital sentences.  
 
Due  to  the  possibility  of  accruing 
good  time  and  getting  paroled, 
most  prisoners  do  not  serve  their 
entire  prison  sentence.  According 












44% 41% 45% 50% 41%



















































held  87%.  Texas,  California,  and  Florida  are  the 
nation’s  leaders  in  number  of  state  prisoners, 
accounting for 10.6%, 8.6%, and 6.5% of the prison 
population respectively.7 As is evidenced in the map 
to  the  right,  survey  respondents  are 
disproportionately  from  Texas  and California. Due 
to  Florida  limiting  access  to  the  Black  &  Pink 
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previous  sentence,  although  of  those  who  have 





state.  Similarly,  41%  of  respondents  have  felt 
discriminated  against  by  the  parole  board.  Two‐
Spirit  and  nonbinary  gender  respondents  were 
more  likely  to  have  felt  discriminated  against 
(57.5%  and  50%  respectively).  One  respondent 
wrote, “They are extremely bias and against what 
they say they're about. If you go before them with 
marked  improvements  they'll  focus  solely  on  the 
negative  and  what  you  ain't  do.”  Another 
respondent  wrote,  “Here  in  Texas,  they 
discriminate against Blacks. This is the South, we are 
job security only slaves for profit, they don't pay us 











































































culture  references  to prison  sexuality. As an organization, Black & 
Pink explicitly  focuses on  individuals who  identify as LGBTQ. Many 
people in prison (and outside of prison) engage in sex acts that would 
be  considered queer,  and while we  asked  respondents  about  sex 




















My only problem as of  late they discriminate and deny me  job assignments simply cause  I'm gay. This 
person is really unprofessional and outright disrespectful. It's common for an officer and inmates and other 




































respondents’  time  in  prison.  In  the  free  world, 
accessing some basic needs (such as therapists who 
will provide a GID/GD diagnosis, or doctors who can 
prescribe  hormone  replacement  therapy)  can  be 
incredibly  difficult.  While  more  than  a  third  of 
transgender,  nonbinary  gender,  and  Two‐Spirit 



















respondents  are  taking  hormones  while  incarcerated,  while  an 
overwhelming 44%  report being denied access  to hormones  they 
requested.  The  refusal  of  gender  affirming  medical  care  is  not 







can  be  nearly  impossible. Only  21%  of  respondents  are  allowed 
access to underwear and cosmetics that match their gender. A very 
































Just  as  is  the  case  outside  of  prisons,  not  all  sex 
happening within prisons  (inside)  is  for pleasure alone. 
Over a quarter of respondents have traded sex with other 
prisoners for money or canteen/commissary during their 
incarceration,  and  14%  have  traded  sex  with  other 
prisoners  for  personal  protection  (what  is  often  called 
“protective  pairing”).  Respondents  who  traded  sex 
outside  of  prison were much more  likely  to  trade  sex 
inside  of  prison,  although  it  is  significant  that  many 
respondents who did not trade sex outside of prison did 




















































































































of  days  of  it. Our  respondents  have  spent  years  of  their  lives  locked  away  in  isolation.  The United Nations 
Committee Against Torture has been very explicit on the detrimental effects of long term solitary confinement: 
According  to  the  Inter‐American  Court  of  Human  Rights,  “prolonged  isolation  and  coercive  solitary 
confinement are,  in themselves, cruel and  inhuman treatments, damaging to the person’s psychic and 























































































It  is  not  uncommon  for  prison 
staff  to  assert  that  they  are 
placing  prisoners  into  solitary 
confinement  as  a  means  of 




measure,  they  do  not  use  the 
term  solitary  confinement,  but 
rather  euphemisms  such  as 
“protective custody.”   
 
Thus,  despite  the  Prison  Rape 
Elimination Act’s clear statement  
that  isolation  should  only  be 
used  in  circumstances  when 
there  is  no  other  possible 
alternative to prevent abuse, it is 
nevertheless  a  routine  practice 
used  on  LGBTQ  prisoners.  Fifty 













periods of days, months, years, and  in some cases, decades.  In addition  to  the conditions  themselves 
amounting  to torture, solitary confinement usually restricts a person’s access to education, work, and 
program opportunities.  These opportunities  are not only  essential  for maintaining  a person’s mental 
health, but are usually necessary for achieving good time credit and being paroled. This means that LGBT 































of  those  currently  in  solitary  self‐
identify  as  Black,  28%  as 
Latin@/Hispanic,  24%  as  mixed‐
race,  23%  as  Indigenous/American 
Indian, and 19% as white. People of 
color  respondents  are  thus 
dramatically  overrepresented  in 
solitary  confinement,  given  the 




in  solitary  confinement  at  the 
moment  the  survey  was  taken. 
Black, Latin@/Hispanic, mixed‐race, 
and  Native  American/American 
Indian  respondents  are  twice  as 
likely  to  have  been  in  solitary 
confinement  at  the  time  of  the 
survey than white respondents. 
 
As  already  noted,  there  are  times 
when prisoners ask to be placed  in 
solitary  confinement  and  other 
times  when  prison  staff  decide  to 
place  prisoners  in  solitary 
confinement  under  the  guise  of 
protection  but  against  the 
prisoner’s  will.  All  respondents, 
regardless of race, are more likely to 
have  been  placed  in  solitary 
confinement  for  their  own  safety 
against  their  will.  However,  white 
respondents  were 
disproportionately  likely  to  have 



































































All  respondents  who  experienced 
solitary  confinement,  whether  by 
request  or  involuntarily,  were 
placed  in  solitary  confinement 
against their will at higher rates than 
by  request.  Further,  trans women, 
Two‐Spirit  people,  and  cisgender 
gay  men  are  put  into  solitary 
confinement against their will at the 
highest rates. While prison staff may 
claim  they  are  placing  LGBTQ 
prisoners in solitary confinement for 
their  own  safety,  it  is  often  being 
done so as an attempt  to decrease 
sexual activity amongst prisoners or 





The  chart  shows  that,  apart  from 
pre‐release  prisons,  the  usage  of 
solitary  confinement  by  prison 
authorities  increases  with  the 
















35% 28% 33% 23%

























































Prisons  are  not  designed  to 
address the needs of people living 
with  mental  illness;  rather,  they 
often  exacerbate  it  and/or  its 
underlying  issues.  Prison  staff 
often  respond  to  prisoners 
suffering  from mental  illness with 
excessive  discipline  and,  in  many 
cases, rely on solitary confinement 
as  a  means  of  control  of  these 
prisoners.  The  graph below  show 
that  respondents  with  a  mental 
illness diagnosis were more  likely 
to be in solitary confinement at the 



















































of  their chapter on prisons,  the authors of Queer  (In)Justice: The Criminalization of LGBT People  in  the United 
States assert that  
the  violence  and  punishment  visited  on  LGBT  prisoners  “are  not  anomalies,”  and  they  cannot  be 
eradicated through reform. They are deeply embedded in the fabric of the prison system, and perpetuated 
through queer criminalizing archetypes. Not only have prisons failed to deter crime and produce safety, 






















































































































advocated  that  sexual  violence by  prison  staff,  and 
prisoners,  is an egregious and preventable aspect of 
incarceration.  Political  will  and  coalition‐based 
organizing  led  to  the  passage  of  the  Prison  Rape 
Elimination Act in 2003. Much attention has been paid 
to  PREA  and  the  mandates  that  have  followed  its 
passage.  This  attention  has  caused  advocates  to 
respond  to  some  of  the  specific  types  of  sexual 
violence that happens  in prisons across the country. 
However,  rather  than  classify  the  act  of  strip‐
searching a prisoner as a form of sexual harm, PREA 
offers  appropriate  ways  to  strip  search  prisoners. 
Some  of  these  regulations,  such  as  the  practice  of 
transgender women prisoners being entitled to strip 
searches by female prison staff, have been celebrated 
by  advocacy  organizations.  However,  the  systemic 
practice of strip searching prisoners has become presumed as an  inevitable aspect of  incarceration.  Jesse Lee 
Jackson reflects on this reality in an article dealing with the effects of PREA: 
 
In  the  [National  Prison  Rape  Elimination  Commission]  report,  practices  that  could  be  considered 
institutional  sexual abuse, such as body cavity searches and pat‐downs, are affirmed as necessary  for 
security. The conflict between monitoring practices and opposition to sexual violence is most clear in this 















































Whether  respondents  who  experienced  sexual 
















































































to get placed on  safe‐keeping, but each  time  I was denied. My only  reasons  for  joining a gang  is 
because I was looking for 2 things: #1 Acceptance and #2 protections. But, the gang members had a 
































































































































































































































Slightly  over  half  (54%)  of 
respondents  who  are  HIV‐positive 
received their diagnosis prior to their 
incarceration.  While  it  is  promising 
that  the  far majority of HIV‐positive 
prisoners  are  receiving  access  to 
medical  staff  and  treatment  for 
manage  their  care,  this  does  not 
necessarily  lead  to  equitable 
treatment  within  the  prison  or  a 
broad  acceptance  of  community 
education  about  HIV/AIDS.  One 
respondent  came  into  the  prison 
system  with  knowledge  and 
experience  of  effective  safer  sex 
education  gained  from  the  outside, 
but  staff  attempted  to  quash  any 
discussion of it amongst prisoners:   
























































HIV  status  are  across  race.  Black 
respondents  are more  likely  to  be 
HIV‐positive  than  white 




gender  respondents  having  the 
highest  prevalence  of  HIV  (13%), 


















Whether  and  what  kinds  of  therapy  those  with 
mental illness diagnoses participate in 
Respondents: 709 
6% 13% 13% 3% 10% 5%

































but  are  unable  to  get  it;  meanwhile,  there  are 
respondents  who  are  being  forced  to  take 
medications they do not wish to take. 
 
There  is  a  crisis  in  prison  healthcare  generally, 
ranging  from  primary  care  to  gender  affirming 
treatment,  from  HIV/AIDS  care  to  mental  health 
treatment.  The  lack  of  adequate  healthcare 
continues  to demonstrate  the  institutional culture 
of viewing prisoners as disposable. Alongside larger 


























































































































▼ We are both  transgender women,  imprisoned  in different states. We  fell  in  love by mail, and have 
























































Respondents  who  offered  their  own  solutions  to  ending  abusive  relationships  mostly  did  so  without  direct 
institutional support. A few respondents were able to enlist the support of friends or fight back on their own. One 


















































of  the  stories above  revealed,  connection,  support, and visibility are  resources  that  can  support  survival and 
resistance to inhumane prison practices. The charts below show that two thirds of respondents receive mail at 
least once a month from a range of community members, family members, and pen pals. Given that many LGBTQ 
















































ministry, was denied entry  into  a Michigan  facility  to provide  religious  services. Conversely,  religious 
programs that promote heterosexuality and submission to “traditional’ gender roles are welcome and 







programs  and books  should be brought  in  to  the prison  via  contracts with outside organizations,  as outside 



































































































































thanks  to  the  following people  for entering  survey data: Akane, Alice, Andrew, Andy, Ben, Courtney, Derwin, 



















The member survey begins by asking a bit about you. PLEASE ONLY FILL OUT THIS IMPORTANT SURVEY ONE TIME.  
1.  Your age: ______years old 
2.  Your race/ethnicity: 
 2a. Black/African American/Afro-Carribean 
 2b. Latin@/Hispanic 
 2c. White (non-hispanic) 
 2d. East Asian 
 2e. Southeast Asian 
 2f. South Asian 
 2g. Middle Eastern/Arab 
 2h. American Indian/Indigenous/First Nations/Native American 
 2i. Mixed Race 
 2j. Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 
 2k. Inuit/Native Alaskan 
 2l. Other: ______________________________________________ 
3.  What languages do you speak? ______________________________________________ 
4.  Your gender/sex (below are some examples) 
 4a. Trans woman (assigned Male when born, now a Woman) 
 4b. Trans man (assigned Female when born, now a Man) 
 4c. Woman, or Cisgender Woman (assigned Female when born, now a Woman) 
 4d. Man, or Cisgender Man (assigned Male when born, now a Man) 
 4e. Genderqueer / Gender fluid 
 4f. Two Spirit (this identity only applies to people who identify as Indigenous / Native American / American Indian) 
 4g. Intersex 
 4h. Any other description of your gender? ______________________________________________ 
5.  Your sexuality 
 5a. Lesbian   
 5b. Gay  
 5c. Homosexual  
 5d. Bisexual  
 5e. Queer  
 5f. Same-Gender Loving  
 5g. Two Spirit (this identity only applies to people who identify as Indigenous / Native American / American Indian) 
 5h. Asexual 
 5i. Any other description of your sexuality? ______________________________________________ 
6.  Do you have a disability? ______Yes,     ______No 
6a. What kind of disability (please list all)? ______________________________________________ 
7.  Do you have children? ______Yes,     ______No 
7a. If yes, do you ever get visits or phone calls from them? ______Yes,     ______No 
8.  Did you complete this kind of school? Mark X for "Inside" an institution like prison or juvenile detention, or "Outside" in the free world? 
 8a. Elementary School:  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8b. Middle School:  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8c. High School:  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8d. GED:  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8e. Some college credit, no degree:  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8f. Trade/technical/vocational training:  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8g. 2 year college (Associate degree):  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8h. 4 year college (Bachelor’s degree):  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
 8i. Graduate degree:  ______ “inside” an institution like prison or juvenile detention, ______“outside” in the free world 
9.  Have you ever served in any branch of the armed forces of the United States? ______Yes,     ______No 
9a. If yes, which branch? ______________________________________________ 
10.  What was your housing situation before you were incarcerated most recently? _________________________________________________________ 
11.  Were you employed before you were incarcerated most recently? ______Yes,     ______No 
12.  Have you ever traded sex for money, housing, food, drugs, protection or services when not incarcerated? ______Yes,     ______No 
13.  Have you ever sold drugs for money? ______Yes,     ______No 
14.  Have you ever stolen money or anything else you needed? ______Yes,     ______No 
15.  How much money did you make in a year before you were incarcerated most recently?  $________________ 
16.  Growing up, about how much money did the people who raised you make each year?    $________________ 
17.  How old were you when you were first arrested? ______years old 
18.  How old were you when you were first incarcerated? ______years old 
19.  How many times have you been incarcerated?  ______times 
Pre-Trial and Court Questions (based on your current sentence) 
20.  Were you held in jail prior to your conviction because you could not afford bail? ______Yes,     ______No 
20a. If yes, how long were you held in jail prior to your sentencing? ______years  ______months ______days 
21.  Were you denied bail prior to your conviction? ______Yes,     ______No 
21a. If yes, how long were you held in jail prior to your sentencing?  ______years  ______months ______days 






23.  Did you have an attorney appointed for you? ______Yes,     ______No 
24.  Did your attorney know about your gender/sexual identity? ______Yes,     ______No 
25.  Did you feel discriminated against by your attorney? ______Yes,     ______No 
26.  Did you feel discriminated against by the prosecution? ______Yes,     ______No 
27.  Did you feel discriminated against by the judge? ______Yes,     ______No 
28.  Did you take a plea agreement? ______Yes,     ______No 
28a. If yes, what were some of the reasons that you took the plea agreement? ________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
29.  Did you have a jury trial? ______Yes,     ______No 
29a. If yes, did you feel discriminated against by the jury? ______Yes,     ______No 
30.  What were you convicted of (remember this is anonymous, and we will not judge you based on your conviction)? ________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Instructions for survey (second printing of same survey) 
x Please mark one or more  which make sense for you.  
x Please put an X for “__X___Yes,    _____No” type questions 
x Please put one or more X for  questions  like: 
“___X___Emotional, ______Physical, __X____Sexual” 
x Please fill in the blank for other types like:  
“__35____years old” or  “$_10,000_______________” 
x Please write in answers to more detailed questions. You 
can use more paper if you are putting the survey in an 
envelope, please just write the question number - 
Incarceration Questions (based on your current sentence) 
31.  How long is your current sentence?  
 31a. Release after (Example: 10 years 6 months): ______years  ______months  
 31b. Life sentence 
 31c. Life without parole 
 31d. Death Sentence 
32.  How long have you done on this sentence?  (Example: 3 years 4 months) ______years  ______months 
33.  What type of facility are you currently housed in? ______Federal ,______State, ______ County, ______Hospital 
34.  What level facility are you currently housed in? ______Pre-Release,  ______Minimum,  ______Medium, ______Maximum, ______Super Max 
35.  Which state are you incarcerated in now? _____________________ 
36.  Have you ever been in solitary confinement? ______Yes,     ______No 
Please only answer  questions 37-41 if you have ever been in solitary confinement. Otherwise, skip to question 42. Thank you! 
37.  Are you currently in solitary confinement? ______Yes,     ______No   
38.  How many times have you been in solitary confinement? ________times 
39.  Added together, what is the total amount of time you have spent in solitary confinement? ______years  ______months ______days 
40.  Have you ever been placed in solitary confinement for your own safety, or as a protective measure by the prison, against your will? _____Yes,  _____No 
41.  Have you ever been placed in solitary confinement for your own safety by your own request? ______Yes,     ______No 
41a. If yes, what were some of the reasons?________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parole Questions 
42.  Do you have the option for parole with your current sentence? ______Yes,     ______No 
42a. Given the opportunity, would you go on parole? ______Yes,     ______No 
42b. If yes, when do you go up for your next parole hearing? _______________________ 
43.  Have you ever been granted parole during a previous sentence? ______Yes,     ______No 
44.  Have you ever been denied parole? ______Yes,     ______No 
45.  How do you feel the parole board treated you? ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
45a. Do you believe you were discriminated against by the parole board? ______Yes,     ______No 
46.  Have you ever been returned to prison for a parole violation? ______Yes,     ______No 
This is a great time to take a break, stretch your fingers, and rest. The next bunch of questions start asking about your identity and experiences with harm. 
Sexuality 
47.  Did you identify as LGBTQ before your incarceration? ______Yes,     ______No 
48.  Have you felt emotional pain from hiding your sexuality? ______Yes,     ______No 
49.  Do any other prisoners know what your sexuality is? ______Yes,     ______No 
49a. If yes, how did they respond? (It is okay if different people had different reactions)___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
50.  Do prison staff know about your sexuality? ______Yes,     ______No 
50a. If yes, how did they respond? (It is okay if different people had different reactions)___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
51.  If you have been sexually active in prison, have you had conversations while in prison with your sexual partners about: 
_____Safer sex, _____Sexually transmitted infections, _____HIV/AIDs, _____ None of these topics, _____I have not been sexually active in prison 
52.  Have you ever been disciplined for consensual sexual activity? ______Yes,     ______No 
52a. If yes, which then occurred?: ____Disciplinary ticket (shot),      ____Loss of privileges (like phone calls),     ____ Placed in solitary confinement, 
                                                              Other:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
53.  Have you ever used condoms or other barriers to help stop the transmission of Sexually Transmitted Infections while in prison? ______Yes,     ______No 
54.  Does your prison offer access to condoms or other safer sex items? ______Yes,     ______No 
55.  Have you ever traded sex with other prisoners for money/canteen/commissary during your incarceration? ______Yes,     ______No 
56.  Have you ever traded sex with other prisoners for personal protection? ______Yes,     ______No 
Questions 57-69 are about Gender Identity.  
Please answer only if you identify as transgender, gender non-conforming, genderqueer, two spirit, or another gender that is not cisman or ciswoman 
Gender Identity 
57.   Have you felt emotional pain from hiding your gender identity? ______Yes,     ______No 
58.   Do any other prisoners know what your gender identity is? ______Yes,     ______No 
58a.  If yes, how did they respond? (It is okay if different people had different reactions)___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
59.   Do prison staff know about your sexuality? ______Yes,     ______No 
59a.  If yes, how did they respond? (It is okay if different people had different reactions)___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
60.   Do you have a diagnosis of Gender Identity Disorder or Gender Dysphoria? ______Yes,     ______No 
 
61.   Have you ever been denied a diagnosis of Gender Identity Disorder or Gender Dysphoria? ______Yes,     ______No 
62.   Before you were incarcerated, did you take hormone replacement therapy to support your gender expression? 
______ Yes prescribed by a doctor, ______ Yes from the street, ______No 
63.   Do you take prescribed hormone replacement therapy to support your gender expression now? ______Yes,     ______No 
64.   Have you ever been denied hormone replacement therapy you requested? ______Yes,     ______No 
65.   Have you been given access to gender confirming (AKA sex reassignment) surgeries? ______Yes,     ______No 
66.   Have you been denied access to gender confirming ( AKA sex reassignment) surgery you requested? ______Yes,     ______No 
67.   Do you know your prison's policy about medical services for transgender prisoners? ______Yes,     ______No 
67a.  If yes, what is your understanding of the policy? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
68.   Are you permitted access to underwear and cosmetic needs that match your gender? ______Yes,     ______No 
69.   Is there a special canteen available for transgender prisoners? ______Yes,     ______No 
69a.   If yes, does one have to have a medical diagnosis to access products in this canteen? ______Yes,     ______No 
Sometimes even reading questions about violence can bring up things inside your mind. These thoughts can make you sad, angry, feel like you are back in the 
situation when harm happened. Remember to take breaks if you need them. Remember that you are not alone. One of the reasons we ask these questions is 
to show that violence against LGBTQ prisoners is far too common. Know that you are cared for and not forgotten. 
Discrimination, harrassment, physical and sexual violence by prison staff 
70.  Have you experienced discrimination by prison staff? ______Yes,     ______No 
71.  Have you experienced name calling or verbal harassment by a prison staff person? ______Yes,     ______No 
72.  Have you ever been physically assaulted (hit, punched, kicked, beaten, etc) by a prison staff person? ______Yes,     ______No 
73.   Approximately how many times have you been strip searched during your incarceration? ______________times 
74.   Have you ever been subjected to a cavity search (inserting fingers inside anus and/or vagina)? ______Yes,     ______No 
75.   Have you ever had unwanted touching by a prison staff person? ______Yes,     ______No 
76.   Have you ever been sexually assaulted or raped by a prison staff person? ______Yes,     ______No 
77.   Would you be willing to share any details of your experience(s) of unwanted touching or sexual assault by a prison staff person? ______Yes,     ______No  





78.   Have you ever been promised anything in exchange for sexual favors from prison staff? ______Yes,     ______No 
79.   Have prison staff ever intentionally placed you where you would be at high risk of being sexually assaulted by another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No 
Discrimination, harrassment, physical and sexual violence by another prisoner 
80.   Have you experienced discrimination by another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No 
81.   Have you experienced name calling or verbal harassment by another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No 
82.   Have you ever been physically assaulted (hit, punched, kicked, beaten, etc) by another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No 
83.   Have you ever had unwanted touching by another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No 
84.   Have you ever been sexually assaulted or raped by another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No 
85.   Would you be willing to share any details of your experience(s) of unwanted touching or sexual assault by another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No  






86.   Have you ever been in a romantic relationship while in prison? ______Yes,     ______No 
87.   Have you ever been in love with another prisoner? ______Yes,     ______No 
88.   How did you make the relationship work? What were some of the successes? What were some of the challenges? ________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
89.   Are you now or have you ever been in an abusive relationship while in prison? ______Yes,     ______No 
89a. If yes, what kinds of abuse were present in your relationship? Abuse occurs when there is control by one person over another person: 
______Emotional,         ______Physical,         ______Sexual,         ______Financial,         ______Cultural  




91.   Do you know of resources available for prisoners who are in abusive relationships during their incarceration? ______Yes,     ______No 
91a.  If yes, what are they?______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This is a great time to take another break. Stretch your body, stretch your fingers. Take a rest. 
Drug Use 
92.   Have you ever struggled with drug/alcohol addiction? ______Yes,     ______No 
93.   Which drugs or alcohol have you used?________________________________________________________________________________________ 
94.   Have you used while incarcerated? ______Yes,     ______No 
95.   Are there drug treatment programs available to you? ______Yes,     ______No 
Prison Programs 
96.   Have you ever taken part in a program offered by the prison? ______Yes,     ______No 
96a. If yes, which programs have you taken art in? ______Parenting,         ______Recovery,         ______Violence Prevention,         ______Music,         
______Art,         ______Job Training,         ______GED/High School Diploma,         ______College Classes,         ______Other programs 
97.   Have you ever been denied access to a program because of being LGBTQ? ______Yes,     ______No 
98.   Does the institution you're in provide access to any books? ______Yes,     ______No 
98a. If yes, can you access these kinds of books? ____Legal books,      ____ Computer databases about legal information,     ____LGBTQ books 
99.   What types of books do you read (either from the institution or mailed to you)?____________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Healthcare 
100.   How many times per year do you see a doctor? 
101.   Do you have to pay a fee to see a doctor? ______Yes,     ______No 
101a.  If yes, how much are the fees you have to pay to see a doctor? $__________ 
101b.  If yes, has the fee ever prevented you from accessing medical care? ______Yes,     ______No 
102.   Does the medical staff know that you are LGBTQ? ______Yes,     ______No 
103.   Have you ever been denied medical care you requested? ______Yes,     ______No 
104.   How does the medical staff treat you?  
 ____ Respectfully,         ____ Somewhat respectfully,         ____ Neutral,         ____ Somewhat disrespectfully,         ____ Disrespectfully 
HIV/AIDS 
105.   Have you ever been tested for HIV/AIDS? ______Yes,     ______No 
106.   Have you ever received education about HIV/AIDS in prison? ______Yes,     ______No 
107.   Have you been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS? ______Yes,     ______No 
108.   Were you diagnosed before your incarceration? ______Yes,     ______No 
109.   If you are living with HIV/AIDS, are you provided with medication and doctor's visits for HIV/AIDS? ______Yes,     ______No 
110.   Have you ever been put in solitary confinement because of your HIV/AIDS status? ______Yes,     ______No 
111.   If you are living with HIV/AIDS, can you share some about your experience with harassment, stigma, support, or other interactions with prisoners and 




112.   Have you been diagnosed with Hepatitis C? ______Yes,     ______No 
113.   Were you diagnosed before your incarceration? ______Yes,     ______No 
114.   Are you provided appropriate care for Hepatitis C (medication) ? ______Yes,     ______No 
Mental Illness 
115.   Have you been diagnosed with any mental illness? ______Yes,     ______No 
115a.   If yes, do you receive any therapy? ______Individual therapy,         ______Group therapy,         ______No, I do not receive therapy 
116.   How do your therapist(s) treat you?  
____ Respectfully,         ____ Somewhat respectfully,         ____ Neutral,         ____ Somewhat disrespectfully,         ____ Disrespectfully  
 
 
Note: this space is left blank so that your name, on the reverse side, can be removed from the survey and your answers will remain anonymous 
Please SEND IN YOUR SURVEY! DEADLINE DECEMBER 15! 
If you are able to afford the stamp to mail this to us, we would really  
appreciate your help in saving costs! We pay for each Business Reply. 
Please put the survey in an envelope and send it to: 
Black and Pink –SURVEY, 614 Columbia Rd. Dorchester MA 02125 
However, if you are not able to afford the postage, please feel free to use this 
Business Reply Mail and send in the survey at no cost to you. Return address is 
optional, do if needed. Fold this sheet of newspaper so that the entire BUSINESS 
REPLY MAIL rectangle above is on the front, and this text is on the back:  
Step 1) Fold the paper back at the crease in the middle along the bottom of 
the BUSINESS REPLY MAIL rectangle. Step 2) Fold the paper in on this line  
to the left. Step 3) Fold the paper in at the line at the top of this rectangle.  
Step 4) Use something to tape or staple it together. Step 5) Mail it! No stamp! 
Please tell us your name and DOC# to receive your certificate! We will remove 
your name from this survey immediately so your answers are anonymous. 
NAME:___________________________________#________________________ 
117. Do you receive any medication to treat mental illness? ______Yes,     ______No 
118. Do you want medication to treat mental illness, but are not able to access it? ______Yes,     ______No
119. Have you ever been forced to take medication that you didn’t want to take for mental illness ? ______Yes,     ______No
Mail: Letters, Penpals, and the Newspaper 
120. Do you receive regular mail (at least once per month) from anyone? ______Yes,     ______No 
120a. If yes, please mark who sends you regular mail:   ___Parent,     ___Sibling / Sister / Brother,     ___Other family member,     ___Friend,
___Black and Pink penpal,     ___Penpal from another organization (which one? ______________________________),  Other: ________________ 
121. How many pen pals do you have from Black and Pink? __________pen pals
121a. If you have penpal(s), how would you rate your overall experience with your penpal(s)? ______Great,     ______Okay,     ______Bad
122. How long have you been writing with your Black and Pink pen pal(s)? ________________________________
123. How often do you get a letter from your penpal(s)? ________________________________
124. What kinds of experiences have you had with your Black and Pink penpal(s)? 
 124a.  I get emotional support from our pen pal friendship 
 124b.  We write each other sexy letters/erotica
 124c.  They stopped writing 
 124d.  I wanted romance and they didn't 
 124e.  They sent me money or gifts 
 124f.  We write about social justice/activism 
 124g.  They help with personal advocacy needs
 124h.  Other thoughts about your penpal: _________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
125. When did you get your first issue of the Black and Pink newspaper?  ______________month  ______________year
126. Have you ever had the Black and Pink newspaper refused by the mail room? ______Yes,     ______No 
126a.  If yes, what reasons did they give __________________________________________________________________________________________
127. Do you receive any other publications (newspapers and magazines etc)? ______Yes,     ______No 
127a.  If yes, which ones? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Politics 
128. What are your political beliefs? Feel to list several. (Example: revolutionary, moderate, conservative, anarchist, patriot, progressive etc): 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________
129. Which terms do you prefer people to refer to you as: ______Prisoner,     ______Inmate,     ______Incarcerated person, 
 ______Person who is incarcerated,    Other: ______________________________________ 
Movement Building & Visions for Change! (Feel free to use another page if you are sending this in an envelope, please list the question number) 






__________________________________________________________                       Step 1 for folding Business Reply Mail: Fold back along this line below
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 













132. What are two immediate changes you feel are most important 
 for people to work towards as we build the movement for abolition 
(for example: ending solitary confinement, abolishing life without 












You are finished!!!! Thank you for taking this 
survey! Your information is very valuable.  
Your experiences need to be honored. We  
are stronger because of your voice. Thank you!  
 To share the Black & Pink family’s appreciation, after you send  
in the survey you will receive a Certificate, a resource guide,  
and be entered in a raffle for $25 canteen (with 25 winners)!  
Each person will only be entered into the raffle one time. S
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